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q LLMs are increasingly being used 
in journalism

q Journalism plays a significant role 
in informing the public

q No standardized benchmarks or 
systematic evaluation frameworks in 
journalism
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Urgent Need for Evaluation on LLMs 

*www.eureporter.co



Typology of Expected Editorial Capabilities
q Four facets of journalistic writing 

proficiency
v Language fluency
v Logical coherence
v Style alignment
v Instruction fulfilment

q Six facets of safety adherence
v Civil language
v Bias and discrimination
v Personal privacy
v Social harm
v Journalistic ethics
v Illegal activities
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Civil Language: 
The content should use civilized language, ensuring that 
the language used is appropriate, polite, and conforms to 
social etiquette.



The Evaluation Framework
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q Two types of capabilities
v JWP: Journalistic writing proficiency 
v SA: Safety adherence

q Two formats of questions
v SAQs: Short answer questions
v MCQs: Multiple choice questions



Benchmark Dataset Construction
q 1,267 test samples in Chinese

q 4+6 editorial capabilities

q Two test sample format
v multiple choice questions
v Short answer questions

q Solid human annotation
v Iterative annotation process
v One senior journalist + ten graduate 

students

q Five editorial tasks
v Headline Generation (HEAD)
v Summarization (SUMM)
v Continuation of Writing (CONT)
v Expansion of Writing (EXPA)
v Style Refinement (REFI)

q 24 news domains
v Legal
v Sports
v Medical
v …
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Benchmark Dataset Construction
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Evaluation Protocol Design and Validation

q For MCQs
v ACC, compared with correct 

answers
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Evaluation Protocol Design and Validation

q For SAQs: reference-free 
evaluation with prompting GPT-4

q Validation with human annotation
v 200 samples for JWP
v 600 samples for SA

q IAA: JWP=0.919, SA=0.854

q Correlations of GPT-4
v JWP: 0.719 (Spearman)
v SA: 0.627 (Spearman)

8



Systematic Evaluations of Eleven LLMs
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Findings Based on Experiments
q GPT-4 and ERNIE Bot are identified as leading models

v they still have limitations in adhering to journalistic ethics in creative writing tasks

q Fewer params + more training tokens > more params + fewer training tokens
v Training corpus and other factors such as optimization methodologies should 

have more influence on model performances

q For journalistic writing proficiency, all models cannot not work well in multiple 
choice questions

q For safety adherence, a large gap between closed-source and open-source 
models
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Where Models Easily Fail
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q Short answer 
questions
v Expansion
v Continuation

q Safety adherence 
facets 
v Social Harm
v Civil Language



Summary of Main Contributions
q An evaluation framework for systematically evaluating LLMs on journalistic 

writing and safety

q 1,267 manually designed test samples featuring two types of short answer 
and multiple choice questions across five editorial tasks

q Two GPT-4 based evaluation protocols for journalistic writing proficiency and 
safety compliance, validated by human annotation

q A comparative analysis and error assessment of eleven popular LLMs, 
identifying their strengths and weaknesses for editorial tasks in Chinese 
journalism
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Thanks!
Questions & Answers


